
From the Pastor’s Study

Dear friends,
 The season of  
Advent, which be-
gan on December 
3, is the season in 
which we prepare 
our hearts and 
perhaps our sur-
roundings for the 
coming of  that Messiah. Christmas 
Eve falls on Sunday this year. I hope 
you will see our schedule of  services 
and invite your guests to join us for 
worship. Christmas Eve will provide 
a wonderful opportunity to begin 
AND end your Christmas Eve with 
worship!

 I invite you to join me for an Ad-
vent study prepared by well-known 
author and Hebrew Bible scholar 
Walter Brueggemann titled, Names 
for the Messiah. For thousands of  
years, Christians have claimed that 
Jesus was the Messiah of  which the 
Hebrew Scriptures spoke. We will 
dive deeply into Isaiah 9:2-7 with 
groups meeting on Sunday morning 
and Wednesday evenings. 

He writes, “Isaiah 9:2-7 is a 
well-known oracle, a divine utter-

ance given to us, that uses four royal 
titles in verse 6: Wonderful Coun-
selor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa-
ther, Prince of  Peace. This Advent 
study will ponder each title and how 
the people understood it then, how 
Jesus did or did not fulfill the title, 
and how Christians interpret Je-
sus as representative of  that title.” 
Brueggemann draws heavily on the 
book of  Psalms, which will provide 
a link to our worship focus this year.
  Continued on page 2

Join us for Advent 
and Christmas@God’s Acre!
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For a child has been born for us, a Son given to us; 
authority rests upon His shoulders; and He is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa-
ther, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6) ”
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 In the approach to the season of  
Advent, I have been reflecting on the 
title “Prince of  Peace.” In light of  
talk regarding nuclear war, the politi-
cal divide in our country and recent 
mass shootings, our world appears 
anything but peaceful. In the Sunday 
morning adult class, we have been ex-
ploring ways to have difficult conver-
sations across political and theologi-
cal difference. Here are some of  the 
takeaways for engagement in these 
conversations:

1. Begin with being clear about 
where you stand. How does the 
Bible, your faith tradition, your 
experience and your reason in-
form your understandings?

2. Be curious about the other per-
son. Move from certainty to 
wonder. 

3. Explore each other’s stories. Get to 
what lies behind the opinion.

4. Address feelings. It’s not that the 
conversation involves feelings. 
It’s about feelings.

5. Abandon blaming or shaming 
the other person.

6. Practice both/and thinking rather 
than either/or thinking.

There may be some people with 
whom you and I might find it impos-
sible to have a conversation. Howev-
er, these kinds of  strategies can pro-
vide the best chance for a productive, 
engaging and even transformative 
conversation. Approaching the world 
with these tips in mind, might lead to 
a bit more peace this Advent season.

Please read through all the offer-
ings and activities here at the church 
in December. I think the more we en-
gage, the more deeply the Advent and 
Christmas seasons can impact us. 

Have a joyous and Merry Christ-
mas and may God bless you real good!

Eric
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Growing Through Giving
2018 Stewardship Campaign

We encourage all in our family of faith to 
embrace a spirit of gratitude for our bless-
ings by joining us for worship, participat-
ing in the programs, pastoral care and 
missions and outreach of the church, and 
to grow in your faith through giving by 
submitting a pledge for our 2018 Annual 
Stewardship Campaign.  You can submit a 
pledge card via mail or pledge and/or pay 
online by going to: www.godsacre.org.

If you have questions or would like to 
speak with someone in more detail about 
this year’s campaign, please don’t hesitate 
to contact stewardship chair, Peg Davidson 
at peghome@optonline.net or (203)249-
1070, or co-chair Laura Doscher at lau-
radepersis@gmail.com or (203)273-3465.

Parish News
Baptisms
Soraya Emma Breed, daughter of  Kristie and Eben Breed on Novem-
ber 26, 2017 in the Meeting House. The Rev. Eric M. Dupee officiated.

Lucas Riley Breed, son of  Kristie and Eben Breed on November 26, 
2017 in the Meeting House. The Rev. Eric M. Dupee officiated.

Christmas 
Flowers

The joy of  Christmas comes alive 
each year in the Meeting House 
with a beautiful floral display or-
ganized by the Flower Ministry 
Team. The congregation is in-
vited to make contributions to 
create a living tribute to our love 
of  the season and our families 
and friends. Contributions and 
bulletin listings should be sent to 
Debbie Chapman in the Church 
Office by noon on Tuesday, De-
cember 12. The flowers will be on 
display beginning the third Sun-
day of  Advent, December 17. 

Christmas 
Flower 
Delivery

Deacons and members of  the 
Pastoral Ministry Team deliver 
the flowers on Christmas Day 
or the day after, but extra help 
is needed to make all the de-
liveries. If  you can help, please 
contact Debbie Chapman by 
Tuesday, December 19. Debbie 
will have a list of  recipients and 
it’s possible that someone may 
live very close to you!

mailto:peghome@optonline.net
mailto:lauradepersis@gmail.com
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Advent and 
Christmas 

on God’s Acre
We invite you to join your church 

family to celebrate the season 
through prayer, worship, music, 

fellowship, and Scripture.

second sunday of advent: decemBer 10
Worship Services at 8:00 and 10:00am
At the 10:00am Worship Service, the Chancel Choir 
will sing John Rutter’s Gloria. They will be accompa-
nied by an instrumental ensemble provided through 
the generosity of  the Mary Bradley Clarke Fund. 

third sunday of advent: decemBer 17
Worship Services at 8:00 and 10:00am
A Festival of  Nine Lessons & Carols, 5:00pm in the 
Meeting House

fourth sunday of advent: decemBer 24
christmas sunday

Worship Services at 8:00 and 10:00am

christmas eve: sunday, decemBer 24
4:00pm Family Worship Service
 With Nativity Pageant, procession of  lights, and 
 all children’s choirs singing

6:00 and 7:00pm Worship Services
Hear section leaders Anne Maguire and Antonio 
Abate singing “O Holy Night” and “Mary Did 
You Know?”

6:30pm Caroling on God’s Acre

11:00pm Contemplative Candlelight Service
String Quartet prelude begins at 10:45pm
Hear the string quartet, led by Mariusz Skula, 
play a contemplative prelude of  Christmas car-
ols before this candlelight service. Singing an-
thems of  the season will be Diana Benton, Anne 
Maguire, Antonio Abate, and Dimitrie Lazich. 
Communion will be served.

advent meditations: 
Weekdays at 9:00am; 
communion served

on Wednesdays
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Advent Book Study
This Advent season, join Eric for a book study exploring Names for the Messiah, 
by Walter Brueggemann. Classes began on Wednesday, November 29 at 7:30pm 
and Sunday, December 3 at 9:00am. Both groups meet for 4 consecutive weeks 
in the Library. Brueggemann writes, “Isaiah 9:2-7 is a well-known oracle, a divine 
utterance given to us, that uses four royal titles in verse 6: Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace. This Advent study will pon-
der each title and how the people understood it then, how Jesus did or did not 
fulfill the title, and how Christians interpret Jesus as representative of  that title.”  
Brueggemann draws heavily on the book of  Psalms, which will provide a link 
to our worship focus this year. If  you would like to reserve a copy of  the book 
please contact Laurel Carr laurel@godsacre.org or 203-966-2651 x833. 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study with Chapin
This group will meet each Wednesday in December in the Parlor at 9:30am and study a text that will be 
used in an upcoming worship service.

Please note: Monday Morning Bible Study and Tuesday Women’s Bible Study will take a break until 
after the New Year at which time they will begin a Yale Bible Study of the Protestant Reformation, its 
theology, social context, and biblical underpinnings.

 

dance, love, sing, live 
HAPPY Marriage Series: 

Sing!
Mark your calendar and sing at Lessons and Carols 
with your spouse on Sunday, December 17 at 5:00pm 
in the Meeting House. As we learned last month 

from Tracy Fox, couples 
who pray together stay 
together. This evening 
of faith and fun may be 
just what you need to 
get started! No need to 
RSVP as event is open 
to everyone, but if you 
have questions or would 
like more information 
contact Laurel Carr at 
laurel@godsacre.org or 
(203)966-2651, x833.
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Lifelong Learning in Advent

Unwrap Your 
Gifts and Talents

Gifts and Talents Workshop: January 
19-20, 2018

Friday, January 19 6:00 - 9:00pm
Saturday, January 20 8:30am - 3:00pm

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to 
serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its 

various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10

Have questions? Want to sign up?

Gifts and Talents 
Ministry Team

Kathy Johnston, Julie Tedford, Tammie Garner, Dick 
Hyde, Eric Dupee, Philip Sleeman, Lonnie deMarco  

or Laurel Carr at (203)966-2651 x833 
or laurel@godsacre.org

mailto:laurel@godsacre.org
mailto:laurel@godsacre.org
mailto:laurel@godsacre.org


A Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 17, 5:00pm

You are invited 
to A Festival of  
Nine Lessons 
and Carols pre-
sented by the 
Chancel Choir 
and readers from the church.
This candlelight service of  scripture, 
carols, and anthems is a tradition in our 
church and around the world. The entire 
family will enjoy this Christmas service, 
which is open to all. Childcare is provided.
For more information please contact 
Jody Blaine Davis at (203)966-2651, x4 
or music@godsacre.org.

After Christmas break, all choirs will resume the 
week of January 8, 2018!
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Gloria
by John Rutter

Sunday, December 10
10:00am Worship Service

The Chancel Choir 
sings John Rutter’s 
three-movement 
work, Gloria. They 
will be accompa-
nied by an instru-
mental ensemble 
and guest conduc-
tor, Scott Crans-
ton. Instrumental-
ists are provided 
through the gener-

osity of the Mary Bradley Clarke Fund.

See the complete music 
schedule for Advent and 

Christmas on page 3!

Well into its third year un-
der the direction of  Noëlle A. 
Francis, our Children’s Music & 
Drama program has developed 
a few new traditions. These in-
clude an all-boys choir for chil-
dren 1st - 8th grade and reserv-
ing a verse of  the opening hymn 
for children and youth on Com-
munion Sundays. Ms. Noëlle and 
the children have increased their 
presence in church, singing at the 
10:00am worship services and 
chapel services in addition to the 
annual Nativity Pageant and the 
Spring Children’s Musical. 

Even with a strong Music 
Ministry Team in place led by 
Dr. Jody Davis, church leader-
ship has recognized and called 
for the need of  a team solely fo-
cused on the arts programming 
for the children of  our church. 

Noëlle said, “I’ve had many 
ideas for programming here, 
some of  which were 
successful and others 
not so much. It finally 
came to me that the 
component missing 
from the ministry I lead 
is brainstorming and 
discussing those ideas 
with a group of  people 
who care just as much 
as I do about our chil-
dren’s music and drama 
programs. Proverbs 
27:17 says: ‘Iron sharp-
ens iron, and one per-
son sharpens the wits 
of  another.’ Consider-
ing the program cur-

rently ministers to 50 or more 
children and is of  many moving 
parts - the simple truth is, the 
success of  such a program can-
not rest on the shoulders of  one 
person.”

Enter the Children’s Mu-
sic & Drama Ministry Team or 
CMDM. This new team consists 
of  five volunteer church mem-
bers; some are parents, some are 
involved in other music ministry 
and or children and family pro-
gramming, but all have come to 
give their support to children’s 
music especially. 

The new CMDM mission is: 
“Developing children’s Chris-
tian spirituality through music 
and drama.” The team, already 
underway, is working toward 
strengthening old traditions and 
creating new ones to build up 
a ministry that is the future of  
our church community!

Children’s Music & Drama 
Builds a New Ministry Team

Members of the newly created Children’s 
Music and Drama Ministry Team, pictured 
from left to right: Michael Elliot, Jody 
Davis, Nancy Upton, Sara Bakker, Noelle 
Francis, and Betsy Magratten (not pic-
tured: Marianne Perry).

mailto:music@godsacre.org


Love Gifts for Christmas
Build the kingdom!

Pivot House Work Day December 9, 9:00am - 2:00pm
Meet in the Church Circle

ring the Bells!
Salvation Army Bell Ringing at Walter Stewart’s 

provides funding for heat and electricity for local friends in need.
December 8-9, 15-16

send love on a dove!
Supply food, or scholarship and emergency assistance funds to

local area families in need. Gifts returned by December 14

feed the flock!
Pacific House December 21, 4:30pm

Open Door Shelter December 26, 11:15am

Sign-ups in Smith Hall at Fellowship Hour.
Questions? Marianna Kilbride at (203)966-2651, x32 or marianna@godsacre.org

God is Love
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Youth Ministries is focusing on advent and the 
joy Christ brings to our lives through special 
Christmas Worship services and service to oth-
ers this month. 

YG 
Our Covenant Event this month is Teambuilding Day on 
Sunday, December 10 from 1:00pm to 3:30pm at New 
Canaan Country School (635 Frogtown Road). Any YGer 
who intends on traveling on the mission trip must at-
tend this special program. 

MSYG
MSYG continues their ongoing conversation about put-
ting faith into action with the annual Christmas Wrap-
ping Party on Sunday, December 10. MSYGers will take 
a wish card with two gift requests from Morgan in the 
coming weeks and return with the two unwrapped gifts 
for a child in need in Fairfield County. On December 
10, we will wrap them together before delivering them 
back to Inspirica Inc. to be distributed to local families 
and non-profits. 

JYG and Guppies
JYG & Guppies unite forces for a special combined Christ-
mas Worship on December 14! Join us at 4:00pm as we 
prepare our minds and hearts for the birth of Christ.

Minnows
Minnows will have their first-ever Christmas Worship 
on Monday, December 18 at 4:00pm. We look forward 
to sharing this special Youth Group tradition with the 
youngest Christians in our Youth Ministries family. 

Youth Ministries in December

You’re invited to 
Jesus’ Birthday Party!

Please join Children and Family Ministries 
on Sunday, December 17 as we celebrate 
the true meaning of  Christmas… the 
birth of  Jesus! Join us for cake, punch, 
and fun during Fellowship Hour!



Submissions for the January Newsletter are due December 15.
Email submissions to Anne Wilkinson at anne@godsacre.org.
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Church School Weekly Offerings 
to Support Heifer International

Throughout November, Church School focused on the turkey banks 
as a way to begin to answer a question perfectly expressed in Psalm 
116:12 – “What can I give back to the Lord for all the good things he 
has done for me?” So far this year, one of  the themes on which we have 
focused is giving out of  gratitude. Beginning in December, and through-
out the rest of  the academic year, the CFM leadership has decided that 
the weekly offering collected in Church School will be directed toward 
the purchase of  farm animals for individuals in need, through Heifer 
International’s Heifer Project.

According to Heifer International: “Giving an animal is like giving 
someone a small business, providing wool, milk, eggs and more. Animal 
donations can provide families a hand up, increasing access to medicine, 
school, food and a sustainable livelihood.”

Our initial goal will 
be to purchase a flock 
of  chicks - once we have 
achieved that, the chil-
dren will decide together, 
at each month’s chapel 
service, what animal (or 
animals!) to work to-
wards donating next.

As with the turkey 
banks, we are encourag-
ing the children not to 
just grab a few dollars 
from Mom or Dad each 

week, but to think about ways they can work for, earn, or gift from their 
personal funds, whatever they put into their class offering plate. 

We hope that you will support your children in thinking about cre-
ative ways (projects, “spare change” hunts, recycling, babysitting, chores, 
etc.) to come up with offering funds, remind them to bring their offering 
each week, and watch the CFM bulletin board as the menagerie of  crit-
ters donated grows throughout the year!

Thanks, as always, for your prayers, help and support! 
Chris Tate and Caroline Leather
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