
From the 
Pastor’s 
Study

Dear Members and Friends,

It’s always hard to say goodbye to the 
summer, but we have much to look for-
ward to in October on God’s Acre. We 
hope you will make a special effort to 
join us for another Sabbath Dinner in 
Smith Hall on Sunday, October 6. This 
event encourages all to engage or reen-
gage with our new worship and study 
booklet “Jesus Top 40.” A great way 
to meet people or connect with long-
time friends is the annual “Fellowship Fall Social,” scheduled for 
Saturday, October 19. On Sunday, October 20, the guys from Pivot 
Ministries, a residence program for recovery from drug and alcohol 
abuse, will provide inspirational music in our 10:00am worship 
service. These are just a few events going on in the next month here 
at the church. Find more information on these 
activities and all our programs in the pages of 
this newsletter.

I also want to call your attention to two future 
opportunities. First, Chapin and I have made 
mention recently of 2020 being the 400th 
anniversary of the Pilgrims landing on Plym-
outh Rock. That anniversary seems to us to be 
a good opportunity to learn about and honor 
our Congregational and United Church of 
Christ history and theological heritage. 

Did you know 2019 marks the 400th anniversary of Africans 
being brought to this land? Even before the Mayflower landed in 
Massachusetts, roughly 20 Africans were taken from their villages 
in present-day Angola and brought to Point Comfort in 1619, in 
the English settlement that would become Virginia. In August, 
thousands of people gathered at that same port, in what is now 
Hampton Virginia, to honor those Africans and to reflect on the 
state of race relations in America today. To mark the anniversary, 
the New York Times organized the 1619 Project with the goal of 
examining the legacy of slavery in the United States. I noticed 
comedian Chelsey Handler recently came out with a documentary 
film exploring white privilege. On this anniversary, many are taking 
the opportunity to reflect on race. 

Toward that end, I invite youth and adults to join me for a book 
group using Debby Irving’s book Waking Up White: And Finding 
Myself in the Story of Race. By sharing her story, Irving provides an 
accessible way into what can be a difficult conversation. How is 
racism defined? Can anyone be racist? What is the faithful response
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The Card Ministry Team  
is ready to write!
Did you know that we have a card ministry team? We 
have a devoted group of members with pen in hand, who 
are ready to write handwritten notes of support, letters of 
praise for unsung heroes, and general pick me up cards. 
Please notify Stephanie Radman if you know of someone 
who needs to be lifted up or, a do-gooder who should be 
praised. Contact Stephanie Radman, stephanieradman@
aol.com or (203)952-4554.

Adult Education
Fall into Adult Education
Last year, we organized our Christian education using 
a booklet we called Bible Top 40: Bible Stories Everyone 
Should Know. We identified the Bible stories we would 
focus on each Sunday in worship and encouraged our 
church families and 
individuals to spend 
time on Sunday evenings 
reflecting on those stories. 
We strongly encouraged, 
perhaps pushed, everyone 
to carve out some quiet 
time, to be together as 
family where possible, and 
to engage in Christian 
formation at home.

The response was over-
whelmingly positive! Many 
individuals and families 
used the booklet through-
out the year. Parents and 
children discussed the stories around the table. People 
took the booklet on vacation and business trips. It was a 
way for our members and friends to connect with each 
other and to stay connected with our church wherever 
they were on Sunday morning.

The year 2020 marks the 400th anniversary of the 
Pilgrims landing on Plymouth Rock. This anniversary 
provides us an opportune time to honor our religious 
and theological heritage. One of the foundational princi-
ples of the Congregational Way is the centrality of Jesus. 
Neither the pastor nor the Board of Deacons is the head 
of the church. That place belongs to Jesus. Therefore, for 
the 2019-2020 year, we will offer a second booklet: Jesus 
Top 40: Journey With Jesus. It follows the same format as 

last year’s booklet. We hope you will use it in the  
same way. This time the focus will be the life and  
teachings of Jesus.

As we begin this church year, the Church School will 
focus on these stories. The beginning of the church year 
is also a great time for adults to continue their biblical 
education by joining a Bible Study. Find the relevance 
these ancient teachings lend to our modern lives. New 
participants are always welcome to our classes. 

Beginners Bible Study meets on Sundays from 9:00 - 
9:45am in the Parlor with Eric. We will look at the  
scriptures being used in Sunday worship. Don’t be  
embarrassed by your lack of biblical knowledge. You’ll  
be right at home in this class. Bring your booklet and  
a Bible if you have one.

Gospel of Mark – Yale Bible Study meets on Mondays 
from 6:30 -7:30am in the Library with William Picard 
and Marianna Kilbride. Mark’s Gospel is considered the 
earliest of the four gospels and is a good way to study the 
life and teachings of Jesus. Yale Bible Study materials for 
The Gospel of Mark can be found on our website.

Gospel of Mark – Women’s Bible Study meets on Tues-
days from 9:30 -10:30am in the Parlor with Marianna 
Kilbride. This study follows the Yale Bible Study materials 
as the Monday class does. Join other women from the 
church for lively and engaging discussion.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study meets from 9:30 - 
11:00am in the Parlor with Chapin. Chapin invites the 
group to look at the scriptures used in worship a couple 
weeks in advance. Your input and the discussion generated 
informs the sermon on each given text. The discussion is 
always interesting and provocative.

Journey
with Jesus

JESUS
top 40

Our Congregational Way
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From the Pastor’s Study
Continued from page one
to racial strife? How do the scriptures inform the 
conversation? I invite you to read the book in 
advance. Then, join me in the church parlor to 
discuss these questions on two evenings: Tuesday, 
November 5 and Tuesday, November 12 from 
7:00-8:30pm. Even if you can’t read the book, 
just show up for the conversation.

The second opportunity is the pledge campaign 
to fund our ministries in 2020. This year the 
theme will be “Honoring the Past, Serving the 
Present, and Providing for the Future.” Since the 
focus will be on the past, the present, and the 
future, we plan to engage a wide range of age 
groups. Do you have a compelling story around 
why you find it meaningful to give to the church? 
Do you have children or youth who support the 
church financially? I’d love to hear from you! We 
take stewardship seriously, because Jesus spoke 
about wealth and financial matters about as much 
he spoke about anything else. 

I hope you will receive the pledge campaign with 
openness and eagerness to grow in your faith by 
supporting God’s work in the world through the 
church. Together let us praise God with our lips! 
Let us praise God with our hands! Let us praise 
God with our presence! Let us praise God with 
our service! Let us praise God with our resources!

Blessings, 
Eric

Women’s Fellowship
Fueling the  
Fabulous Female
On November 8, from 
10:00-11:00am at the home 
of Penny Mardoian, Barbara 
Schmidt, MS, RD, CDN 
will provide us with strate-
gies to strengthen our body’s 
defenses against infection 
and reduce our risk of heart disease, diabetes, cancer and 
osteoporosis. We will learn how to increase our resistance 
to stress and enhance our energy to enjoy life. 

Save the Date: Thursday, December 5  
Women’s Fellowship Christmas Tea

Men’s Fellowship (MG)

Please join the Fellowship Ministry Team for a Fellow-
ship Fall Social on Saturday, October 19 at 7:00pm. The 
party is graciously hosted by Brendan & Ainsley Hayes 
at their home, 394 Ponus Ridge Road. Plenty of parking 
is available on Thurton Drive, directly across from the 
house. Congregants with last names A-L please bring an 
appetizer or dessert to share and congregants with last 
names M-Z please bring a beverage to share. RSVP to 
laurel@godsacre.org.

Fellowship Fall Social

Join us on Thursday, December 5, from 11:30am-
1:30pm for our annual Christmas Tea at the home of our 
gracious host, Eileen Thomas. All women of the church 
are invited for food, fellowship and Christmas cheer! 
Contact Stephanie Radman, stephanieradman@aol.com 
or (203)952-4554 for more infornation.

9 and Dine Golf Outing
All men of the church are 
invited to the MG “9 and 
Dine” golf outing on Thursday, 
October 17 at Silvermine Golf 
Club. Format will be a 9 hole 
“best ball” scramble with dinner 
to follow – all abilities welcome! 
Golfers tee off at 3:30pm, 
or join us just for dinner at 
6:30pm. Golf and dinner $85, 
dinner only $40 RSVP to Don 
Moyle, donmoyle@gmail.com 
or (917)817-4684.

MG
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Children & Families Ministries
3rd Graders to Celebrate Spiritual Milestone!

4th Grade Introductory Communion

It’s Turkey Bank Time!
Thanksgiving Service Project coin banks will be distributed on Sunday, 

October 6 in Church School and we need your help to reach our goal. 

Bake sales, car washes, raking leaves, are just some of the many  

creative ways our students have raised money for this important 

cause. Join us as we strive to raise $1,500 for families in need this 

Thanksgiving season!

On Sunday, October 13 we 
will present the 3rd Grade 
Class with their very own 
Bible during the 10:00am 
Worship Service! Our 
“Bible Extravaganza” will 
take place during Church 
School as we invite all 3rd 
graders to join us to learn 
about their new manual for 
life through music, games, 
and group discussion! 

4th graders will be prepar-
ing for their Introductory 
Communion that will 
take place on Sunday, 
November 3 during the 
10:00am Worship Service. 
A communion workshop 
will be held on Sunday, 
October 27 during Church 
School. This is an incred-
ible moment in the life of 
these learners and we hope 
all will be present to par-
ticipate in this milestone! 
Please contact Caroline 
Leather, churchschool@
godsacre.org with questions 
or for more information. 
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Youth Ministries
PARENTS MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

October is a time for parents to get involved in Youth Ministries. All of our groups will hold their annual Parents 
Meetings sometime this month. Beyond being a great way to hear more about the dynamic and transformative 
ministry your children participate in, this is the only way to fully register your child for Guppies, JYG, MSYG or 
YG and get you the necessary paperwork to keep your children safe and healthy here on God’s Acre. 

Both Guppies and JYG will hold a Par-
ents Meeting on October 3 at 4:15pm 
and 5:15pm, respectively. Those meet-
ings will be held in the chapel and run 
concurrently with normally scheduled 
Guppies and JYG programs.

The Middle School Youth Group 
(MSYG) parents’ make-up meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday, October 6 at 

9:15am. This is the only way for parents to get the infor-
mation on traveling on our two travel trips – the Winter 
Weekend and the Mountainside Mission Trip.

Youth Group (YG) will hold its annual  
parents’ meeting on October 6 at 
7:00pm in the Meeting House. This 
event runs concurrently to an event for 

the high schoolers and is the best way to find out more 
about our community of faith and fellowship and the 
only way to get the paperwork for our February Mission 
Trip. This meeting is mandatory for YG Parents!

Our entire Youth Ministries staff and parent ministry 
teams look forward to spending time with parents this 
month. See you on God’s Acre! 

October is still early in the year of all of our programs, if 
you haven’t tried youth group out yet – come!
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Children’s Choir: Spirit Singers & Joyful Noise
Annual Nativity Pageant: The Story of Christmas! 

Sundays:  
Bell Boys from 11:15-11:45am, grades 1-8, handbells 
for boys – fathers are invited too!

Mondays: 
Grace Notes from 4:00-4:30pm, ages 2 & 3  
and parents

Cherub Choir from 4:30-5:00pm, ages 4-Kindergarten

Praising God through Music!
Spirit Singers and Joyful Noise are singing this month, 
so please listen for our choirs on: Sunday, October 6 and 
Sunday, October 20 at the 10:00am worship service.

Church School and Children’s Music & Drama needs 
your talent for our beloved Annual Nativity Pageant:  
The Story of Christmas! 

Casting for our Christmas Pageant will begin Sunday, 
October 13.

Casting request sheets will be passed out in all Church 
School classes. Please return request sheets to your 
Church School teacher or to Ms. Anush in the Church 
Office no later than Sunday, October 23. The final cast 
list will be posted: Sunday October 30 at 11:00am.

A short cast and parent meeting will be held immediately 
after the 10:00am worship service on Sunday, November 
3 in the Chapel.

Remember Weekly Choir Rehearsals 

Wednesdays: 
Spirit Singers from 4:00-5:00pm, grades 1-4

Joyful Noise from 5:00-6:00pm, grades 5-8

Thursdays: 
Chancel Choir from 7:30-9:00pm, high school  
through adults 

Contact: Jody Blaine Davis, music@godsacre.org or (203)966-2651, x827 or  
 Anush Avetisyan, anush@godsacre.org or (203)966-2651, x821 for more information.
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Missions and OutreachMusic News
Winter Warmth for Everyone
Help to make sure all local children have warm hands 
and heads this winter! Donate hats and gloves to children 
in need during the month of October. Filling in the 
Blanks will add what we collect to the backpacks we 
collected over the summer, 120 in all! 

Pivot House Men’s Chorus - October
On Sunday, October 20 at the 10:00 am service, hear 
the Pivot House Men’s Chorus raise their voices in 
song. Pivot Ministries is a long-time benevolence of The 
Congregational Church that offers a spiritual turning 
point for men who have drug and/or alcohol addictions. 
Pivot Ministries is a non-profit, Christian residential out-
reach program that began in 1970 and has worked with 
hundreds of men from across the nation as they begin a 
new life. Their two locations are in Norwalk and Bridge-
port. The Men’s Chorus was established several years ago 
as a way to help talented men heal through music. The 
chorus has recorded several CD’s which will be available 
for sale. You may greet our guests in Smith Hall during 
Fellowship Hour. Pivot House Men’s Chorus is spon-
sored by the Mary Bradley Clarke Fund.

Save The Date: Wednesday, November 6
Tune In . . . to Music
Wednesday, November 6 at 11:15am

Jody Blaine Davis talks about repertoire in her upcoming 
organ recital; a complimentary lunch follows.

Friday, November 8 at 7:00pm – our own Jody Blaine 
Davis will present an organ recital with a reception 
following. There’s music for everyone! This recital is free 
and open to the public with childcare provided.

The children will receive these items in December. Drop 
off new hats and gloves for children ages 3-18 in the box 
provided in Smith Hall form October 1-31. Contact 
Marianna Kilbride, marianna@godsacre.org for more 
information.

Caught Doin’ Good
Pat Thatcher spent the entire summer organizing and 
filing music in the Choir Room. Thank you, Pat!



myConnect Corner
Become part of myConnect, our online church community!
Within myConnect you can:
• view an online directory
• interact with groups
• set up and manage your online giving
• view giving statements
• register for events
•	 find	ways	to	volunteer

Two ways to login:
1. Visit www.godsacre.org/myconnect
2. Go to www.godsacre.org and click “myConnect@God’s Acre” in the 
 upper left corner.

Need an Account?
Click “Sign Up Here” on the login page, enter your info, and look for our 
email to get started.

Questions? Contact marie-ange@godsacre.org

Newsletter Submissions 
If you are planning on contributing to the December Newsletter,  
please submit by November 19th.
Email submissions to: laurel@godsacre.org.

23 Park Street
New Canaan, CT 06840
(203) 966-2651 
www.godsacre.org
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