
Dear Church Family,

We are getting ready to reopen the 
church, launch our programs, and begin 
worshipping in the Meeting House this 
month! This is an exciting time, even 
while taking precautions and limit-
ing some of our activities due to the 
COVID pandemic. In this newsletter, 
you will receive information about our 
plans for all of our upcoming program-
ming. Please contact program leaders 
directly if you have any additional questions. For my part, I want  
to highlight our safety guidelines and our church opening efforts.

First and foremost, we will follow all State and Local guidelines  
for all our programmatic and worship offerings. Mask wearing,  
social distancing, and regular deep cleaning of our facility will  
be priorities. Our goal is to meet 
in-person for programs and worship 
as long as we are allowed by the 
State. We will also continue virtual 
programmatic and worship offerings. 

We will officially reopen our church 
building as of October 1. Because we 
share our space with Toddler Time 
Nursery School, we have divided our 
building in half during the week-
days. We ask that you only enter the 
church for scheduled programs or 
with an appointment due to this di-
vision. This will allow us to maintain 
church members and Toddler Time participants’ safety while en-
couraging a respectful relationship between our two organizations. 
When making an appointment, the staff member or ministry leader 
you are meeting with will alert you to the best way to access our 
building. Mask wearing and social distancing will be requirements 
in our building for the foreseeable future. 

Finally, while we will continue to offer virtual worship, we will begin 
reentering the Meeting House for worship services on Wednesdays 
at noon and Sunday mornings. Jill Robey, our Senior Deacon, has 
detailed our plans in her newsletter article this month, and we will 
be sending out an instructional video before worship begins in 
October. My request is that our church members and friends be 
patient with church staff and leaders as we learn together how to 
worship safely in our building again. We intend to practice safe and
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Deacons Message
Worship on God’s Acre
Nothing has been more transformed than Worship  
Services on God’s Acre since the pandemic hit. The  
deacons and staff have consistently been meeting and  
actively planning how we worship, always thinking about 
how we reach the most congregants in the safest way possible.

Once we moved to worship virtually in March, our 
worship attendance doubled. When we added outdoor 
services, participation jumped again. Now, as we plan on 
moving our outdoor services back indoors, we hope and 
pray, you will continue to join us for worship at one or 
more of our four worship offerings. (see below)

October Worship Services
• Virtual Service – sent to you each Sunday morning 

will continue throughout the program year to view 
wherever you are, whenever you have time

• Wednesdays at Noon – this service will include lots  
of music, a message, and prayer

• Sundays at 8:00am – our traditional service focused 
on adults, with a message, music, and prayer

• Sundays at 10:00am – this service will focus on  
families, with a message, music, prayer, and a  
children’s moment

We hope you find our plans to be an invitation to con-
tinue to hear the word of God, stay connected to your 
brothers and sisters in Christ, and give thanks for all that 
has been given to us.

Jill Robey 
Chair of the Board of Deacons

Please know that we are experimenting during October 
to see what works best for our congregation while adhering 
to state-mandated guidelines. Our goal is to make  
worship available to all, but we need to ease into opening 
our doors again.

Since we are allowed 100 physically-spaced people in the 
Meeting House, we ask each family to sign-up to attend 
Sunday services twice/month in order to give everyone 
an opportunity to worship in person. Each service will 
be approximately 30 minutes in length, allowing plenty 
of time for thorough cleaning between services. We will 
open all windows, as weather permits. We will also direct 
the flow of traffic during arrival and departure. And, of 
course, we ask everyone to wear a mask properly!
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Small Groups within our church are essential to  
deepening our relationships and growing our faith. 
Men’s groups meet on the last Monday of each 
month, beginning on September 28. A Zoom based 
men’s group will also meet Tuesday mornings. Social 
distancing guidelines will be adheredto during all 
in-person meetings. Also, we are launching a monthly 
Zoom based MG check-in/ 
testimonial. The kickoff is  
scheduled for October 12.  
To learn more about Men’s  
Small Groups contact Steve 
Case, scase135@gmail.com. 

Women’s groups will begin  
gathering at the end of Octo-
ber and meet monthly the last 
week of each month. To learn more about  
Women’s Small Groups, contact Marianna Kilbride, 
marianna@godsacre.org.

Upcoming MG Golf Outing
Calling all golfers! 
MG Golf Outing - October 21
Come join the MG gang and 
play the challenging front nine at 
Sterling Farms Golf Course! All 
abilities welcome - stay for  
(socially-distanced) light snacks 
and friendly fellowship afterward.

MG

Where: Sterling Farms Golf Course,  
Stamford

When: Wednesday, October 21 -  
tee times starting at 2:30 pm

Format: We’ve reserved the front 9 for the afternoon. 
Foursomes begin teeing off at 2:30 pm. Low 
gross, low net, longest drive, closest to the pin, 
“Worst shot of the day” competitions, etc.

Cost: $50 covers greens fee, cart & snacks - cash bar at 
The Stillery afterward

RSVP to: Don Moyle, donmoyle@gmail.com,  
(917) 817-4684

Look for an email invitation shortly, or contact  
Don directly. Go MG - and FORE!!!!

Men’s and Women’s Small Groups
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We all have our COVID stories, some heartbreaking, 
and some wonderful. This one, happily, falls into the 
wonderful category. In April, with the flower market 
closed and a long cold March behind us, suddenly, our 
gardens were full of springtime. The flower ministry 
abandoned our hiatus and became a band of foragers. 
Clipping our daffodils, quince hedges, and dogwood 
trees, the team created my absolute favorite arrange-
ments. These brighten our services, both virtual and 
in person. When the arrangements were made in my 
kitchen, it was under the watchful whiskers of another 
April, my furry feline foreman. Now, as our gardens 
are contemplating a long winter’s nap, the flower  
market has reopened. 

We look forward to seeing you all again on God’s Acre.

Flower Ministry From the Pastor’s Study

Continued from page one

socially distanced worship in October, with the 
ability to expand our worship offerings, as needed, 
in November. We thank you for your grace and 
understanding as we work together to begin  
worshipping in our beloved Meeting House.

There is so much more planning and program-
ming to share with you; I trust you will review 
this entire newsletter, which is filled with  
information for this fall’s program and worship 
offerings. 

This will be a different fall for us as a congre-
gation, but I am looking forward to slowly but 
surely reclaiming our life together on God’s Acre.

Yours in Christ, 
Chapin
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Fellowship Ministry
The Fellowship ministry team feels truly blessed and 
grateful to have enjoyed multiple small Fellowship 
Dinner Parties on Saturday, March 7. Little did we know 
that the following Wednesday would be the last  
in-person instruction day at New Canaan Public Schools 
for the entire 2019-2020 academic year, and we would 
all be housebound for weeks to come! We are so thankful 
to all our gracious dinner party hosts and hostesses who 
opened their homes to us for this event.

After a very quiet Spring and Summer, the team re-
convened in early August to begin brainstorming some 
‘COVID-style’ fellowship Fall festivities. We knew we 
could follow all safety guidelines and still gather up to 
150 people outside, and this was the beginning of the 
Sunday Sabbath Picnic. On August 30, thirty-eight  

families joined together at a safe distance in our front 
yard and driveway to celebrate the Sabbath together as  
a church family. What fun to see so many friends after  
so many weeks and months! The evening began with  
absolutely perfect weather and we all had a chance to 
meet and chat with Rev. Kibbie Laird and her family; 
we blessed the backpacks going to Filling in the Blanks; 
and perhaps most important of all, we blessed our 
church family children who were due to begin their 
own uncharted and ‘masked’ journeys back to school on 
Monday, August 31. We enjoyed a delicious picnic from 
food trucks Seaside Sliders, Chez Leonard, and Kona Ice! 
The evening ended with a boisterous water balloon toss, 
compliments of Erik and Caroline.

It wouldn’t be The Congregational Church of New 
Canaan without Kick-off Sunday. And kick it off we 
did ‘COVID-style’ on Sunday, September 13 at both 
8:00 and 9:15am! Mr. and Mrs. Pilgrim greeted us at 
our September place of worship under the big tent! Our 
Pilgrim Bounty altar overflowed with food donations to 
support the Inspirica Food Pantry, and our usual Sneaker 
Tree was replaced with the festive and outdoor Sneaker 
Clothesline. While we kicked off a different kind of  
program year, it was still Kickoff Sunday, and we were  
all back together again for another wonderful year on 
God’s Acre!
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Adult Education
Galatians and Philippians - 
Yale Bible Study  
meets weekly on Mon-
days from 7:00-8:00am 
via Zoom beginning on 
October 5, with William 
Picard and Marianna Kilbride. 
Meet Paul, apostle and 1st-century 
pilgrim, in his letters to two church communities he 
seeded during his travels spreading the gospel. Yale Bible 
Study materials for Galatians and Philippians can be 
found on our website, https://www.godsacre.org/adult/
yale-bible-study/yalestudy-galatians-and-philippians/.  
For a Zoom invite, contact Marianna Kilbride,  
marianna@godsacre.org. 

Galatians and Philippians - Women’s Bible Study  
meets weekly on Tuesdays from 9:30-10:30am via Zoom 
beginning October 6, with Marianna Kilbride. This 
study follows the Yale Bible Study materials as the  
Monday class does. Join other women from the church 
for an engaging discussion. For a Zoom invite contact 
Marianna Kilbride, marianna@godsacre.org. 

Pastoral Care
Pastoral Care takes many forms in our congregation. 
Our teams focus on providing love and support to our 
church family and community at large. Thanks to Zoom, 
we have been able to gather our faces, hearts, and minds 
during the pandemic, and under the leadership of our 
ministers and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we continue 
reaching out to those in need.

Our Stephen Ministers are glad that Rev. Kibbie Laird 
will be kicking off the church year with us. She is already 
a Stephen Minster and will be taking the Leadership 
Training Course online this fall. Headquarters in St Louis 
released an updated set of manuals in May to provide 
useful tips and resources during these challenging times. 

Our Visitation Team continues to meet virtually and  
has been busy making calls. 

Our Prayer Shawl Team knits beautiful shawls that are 
blessed and presented as gifts to those who need extra 
love, warmth, and support. It is a fellowship of people 
who care deeply for one another. Prayer Shawl is for any-
one who knits and for those who would like to learn to 
knit. Instructions and yarn are provided, and the group 
meets the second and fourth Monday of each month 
at 10:00am. This summer, meetings were held outside 
under the tree on benches and chairs but soon the group 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study meets weekly from 
9:30-11:00am via Zoom. Chapin invites the group to 
look at the scriptures used in worship a couple of weeks 
in advance. Your input and the discussion informs the  
sermon on each given text. The discussion is always 
interesting and provocative. For a Zoom invite contact 
Chapin, chapin@godsacre.org. 

Beginners Bible Study meets weekly on Wednesdays 
from 7:00-8:00pm via Zoom with BJ Flagg. We will 
look at the scriptures being used in the previous Sunday’s 
worship. Don’t be embarrassed by your lack of biblical 
knowledge. You be right at home in this class. Bring your 
booklet and a Bible if you have one. For a Zoom invite 
contact BJ Flagg, bj@nurenu.com. 

Friday’s with Merton meets weekly on Fridays from 
8:00-9:00am via Zoom with Marianna Kilbride and 
Maria Hemmings. Join this group reading American 
Trappist monk and pilgrim of the heart and mind  
Thomas Merton’s Thoughts in Solitude. We study a few  
of these rich pages each week.

will be moving into Smith Hall. All are welcome.  
For more information, please call Twee Haffner  
(203) 966-0606 or Troy Elliott (203) 554-0325.

For those wishing to be included in prayers, our  
Prayer Chain remembers to pray for those facing surgery, 
experiencing difficult times, and all who need the gift  
of prayer. 

Finally, we have a team of folks who deliver care  
through our Card Ministries, writing individual notes  
to encourage others. 

The Card Ministry Team is ready, with pen in 
hand, to write notecards of support, get well 
wishes, and letters of thanks. 

If you know of anyone who needs a pick-me-
up, someone who should be recognized for 
their acts of kindness or anyone who simply 
needs a kind, handwritten note, please con-
tact the Card Ministry Team. 

Stephanie Radman and BJ Flagg are the lead-
ers of this team. Please contact Stephanie 
Radman is you would like to request a card, 
or, if you would like to join our fun team.

stephanieradman@aol.com, (203) 952-4554.
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Staff Update
Welcome! Rev. Kathryn Kibbie Laird
A native of Fort Worth, Texas, Rev. Kathryn Kibbie 
Laird (who goes by “Kibbie”) is a cradle Presbyterian. 
Her family went to church every week and always sat 
in the same pew of the large gothic church, affection-
ately known as Fort God. 
After graduating from 
Fort Worth Country Day 
School, Kibbie headed 
to New England and fell 
in love with ivy colored 
buildings, pumpkins, 
snowy winters, and spring 
blossoming trees. At 
Mount Holyoke College, 
she studied religion and 
could not get enough 
of it. She graduated as 
a Religion major with a 
concentration in Econom-
ics. Some of her college 
experience highlights were 
studying in Paris, France, 
and Madrid, Spain. She 
played varsity tennis and 
soccer. 

After college, Kibbie 
attended Yale Divinity 
School, and it was there 
that she felt called to the 
ministry. She graduated 
from YDS in 1997 with a 
Master’s of Divinity but had time to spare before being 
ordained in the Presbyterian Church. So she worked on 
Wall Street for a couple of years. In December of 2000, 
she was ordained as a Minister of Word and Sacrament 
in the PC (USA). 

In the past 20 years, she has served churches in Pleas-
antville, NY (6 years), Greenwich, CT (4 years), and the 
First Presbyterian Church in New Canaan (10 years). 
Her passion is children and youth ministry. “Very few 
people will say that their favorite age group is middle  

and high school youth. I mean, who would admit that 
publically? But I cannot think of a more deserving age 
group. Those are tough years for everyone, and those 
years are fundamental for emotional, intellectual, and 
spiritual growth.” Kibbie has led more than 25 youth 

mission trips to Hon-
duras (3x), Belize (2x), 
Costa Rica, Alaska, West 
Virginia (7x), New Jersey 
(3x), Kentucky, Virginia, 
Boston, Providence, Rut-
land, VT (4x), etc. “I have 
spent my career trying to 
raise a generation of youth 
to be life-long Christians. 
We mold and shape each 
individual youth to be 
Christ-like. One day 
they will grow up to run 
families and corporations, 
and they will have tremen-
dous influence. If we can 
get them to embody love 
and compassion, I feel I 
will have succeeded in my 
calling.”

Kibbie serves on the 
Dean’s Advisory Council 
at Yale Divinity School 
and has enjoyed getting 
reacquainted with the Yale 
Divinity School communi-

ty in recent years. She loves preaching, hands-on mission 
experiences, pastoral care, and building the Kingdom of 
God within the church for all ages. 

Kibbie and Jim Laird have been married for 20 years and 
have lived in New Canaan for the past ten years. They 
have two children. Their daughter Avery is a sophomore 
at New Canaan High School, and son John is at East 
Elementary School. When she is not at church, Kibbie 
enjoys spending time with her family, walking at Irwin 
Park or the Nature Center, and reading good books.

The Rev. Kathryn Kibbie Laird
Associate Minister of Children, Youth, and Families

We are a warm and welcoming family of faith,  
bound together in compassion and love.
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Handbell Choirs Want You To Ring! 
Vocal choirs are on “pause” for a while, so you are invited 
to celebrate music by RINGING in a handbell choir.  
No experience is necessary, and you will enjoy the beauty 
of bells. Multiple handbell choirs are starting and there 
are places for more ringers! 

Contact Jody Blaine Davis, music@godsacre.org  
or Anush Avetisyan, anush@godsacre.org for more 
information.

Music Ministry

Musical Moments
Stay spiritually in tune with Musical Moments! 
Enjoy wedding music, patriotic music, spirituals, music 
for children, and classical pieces during 30-minute organ 
recitals on Musical Moments. Visit these on the church 
website: www.godsacre.org/musical-moments. Jody has 
performed 24 recitals since March 25! ENJOY!
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Musical Moments In October
You are invited to Musical Moments, Wednesdays at Noon in the Meeting 
House! Section leaders from the Chancel Choir will be featured. The venue 
will be somewhat different from last year. Along with beautiful singing a  
sermon, scripture, and prayer will be included. All are invited to this  
30-minute recital. Thank you for wearing a mask and keeping socially distant.

OCTOBER 7

OCTOBER 28

Hans Tashjian
bass

Anne Maguire
mezzo soprano

OCTOBER 14

OCTOBER 21

Dimitrie
baritone

Diana Benton
soprano
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Youth Ministries
Fall with our Fish!
Welcome back to another wonderful program year on 
God’s Acre! We are excited to see all of our fish, from our 
Kindergarteners to Seniors! While this year will look a 
bit differently from previous years, we are committed to 
providing the children of our church family with faith 
formation, fellowship, and a place outside of your own 
home where they can experience God’s unconditional 
love. This fall, our Youth Ministry, Children’s Formation, 
and Children’s Music programs will combine our offer-
ings. Please see the schedule below and reach out to Kelly 
Antonson with any questions leather@godsacre.org. 

Children and Youth must be registered to attend pro-
gramming this year. To receive the registration link you 
must attend a parent session or speak with a member of 
our team about our policies and procedures for this year. 

Sunday
YG #1 - 4:00-5:30pm 
YG #2 - 7:00-8:30pm

Monday 
7th - 3:00-4:30pm 
8th - 5:00-6:30pm

Tuesday 
K,1,2 - 4:00-5:00pm 
Quest - 8:00-9:00pm

Wednesday 
5th - 1:00-2:30pm 
3rd & 4th - 3:00-4:30pm 
6th - 5:00-6:30pm

Confirmation Celebration
It was a special Sunday on September 20 when thirty-one students were confirmed on 
God’s Acre. After a journey that began last October and was scheduled to conclude on 
June 14, our confirmands were finally able to be celebrated by their family, friends, and 
church community. When confirmation began last fall, no one could have imagined 
its conclusion would be delayed by three months and would include masks and social 
distancing guidelines. However, our confirmands made the most of their unique  
experience sharing personal reflections on why they wish to be confirmed and what 
it truly means to be a Christian. We are so excited about the positive impact they will 
have on our youth programs in the years to come. 

WELCOME 
8th – 12th
GRADERS

We welcome all current 
8th–12th graders to  
participate in our  
confirmation program 
that will be kicking  
off on Wednesday,  
October 14. 

If your child is interested 
in participating in our 
program, please contact 
Caroline Leather at: 
caroline@godsacre.org 
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Missions and Outreach
Noble House is a sober living space where men support 
each other and hold each other accountable. As they 
return to everyday life, one of the biggest hurdles is 
remaining sober. On Saturday, October 6, we have  
the opportunity for six socially distanced volunteers  
to continue the renovation work we began in Bridgeport 
two years ago. Contact Marianna Kilbride,  
marianna@godsacre.org

Filling in the Blanks provides weekend lunches to  
children in school meal service programs. The need  
has increased during the pandemic. Filling in the Blanks 
offers the opportunity to pack food for the children in 
groups of 10-20 volunteers, whether they be families  
or pod groups. Contact Marianna Kilbride,  
marianna@godsacre.org or Holly Kennedy,  
hnkennedy@optonline.net

The Interfaith Council of New Canaan, and other  
local community organizations, are partnering on a  
6 part live streamed series: “The Start of Change:  
Addressing Racism” Tuesdays through 10/27 at 7:00pm.  
By increasing our understanding of racism and its history 
we start to work against its role in our future. You must 
register to join each session, which can be done through 
the New Canaan Library with this link:  
https://newcanaanlibrary.org/thestartofchange/

Pacific House is a shelter for men and young adult men 
in Lower Fairfield County, serving the four-town area 
of Stamford, Darien, Greenwich, and New Canaan. 
Pacific House typically houses 60-82 men and during 
the pandemic has had to house everyone in hotels and 
provide individually packaged meals. While we have not 
served our normal monthly dinner, Suzanne Brannan is 
regularly in touch with Pacific House and fills in with 
bag lunches as needed. To participate contact Suzanne, 
suzbrannan1@mac.com



NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
If you are planning on contributing to the 
November newsletter,  
please submit by October 19th.
Email submissions to: laurel@godsacre.org.

myConnect Corner
Become part of myConnect, our online 
church community!
Within myConnect you can:
• view an online directory
• interact with groups
• set up and manage your online giving
• view giving statements
• register for events
• find ways to volunteer

Two ways to login:
1. Visit www.godsacre.org/myconnect
2. Go to www.godsacre.org and click  
“myConnect@God’s Acre” in the upper  
left corner.

Need an Account?
Click “Sign Up Here” on the login page,  
enter your info, and look for our email  
to get started.

Questions? 
Contact marie-ange@godsacre.org

23 Park Street, New Canaan, CT 06840
(203) 966-2651        www.godsacre.org

We are a Stephen Minister Church

OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY

Ministers

The Rev. Dr. Stephen Chapin Garner, x1 
Senior Minister

Marie-Ange Masters, x823 
Director of Accounting

Marianne Perry, x822 
Pastoral Care Coordinator

Church Lay Leadership

David Carlson 
Chair, Board of Trustees

Jill Robey 
Chair, Board of Deacons

Janis Hennessy 
Chair, Nominating and Governance

Jeff Altman 
Chair, Personnel

The Rev. Kathryn Kibbie Laird, x831 
Associate Minister of Children, Youth,  
and Families

Staff

Kelly Leather Antonson, x824 
Senior Youth Director

Anush Avetisyan, x821 
Director of Children’s Music and Drama

Erik Burns, x834 
Youth Director

Laurel Carr, x833 
Program Manager

Dr. Jo Deen Blaine Davis, x827 
Director of Music Ministries

Anthony Jones 
Sexton

Marianna Kilbride, x832 
Director of Missions & Outreach

Caroline Leather, x835 
Director of Children’s Formation
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